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INTRODUCTION  

 

The harmony between the Creator, humanity and creation 

as a whole was disrupted by our presuming to take the 

place of God and refusing to acknowledge our creaturely 

limitations. As a result, the originally harmonious rela-

tionship between human beings and nature became con-

flictual (cf. Gen 3:17-19). The harmony which Saint Fran-

cis of Assisi experienced with all creatures was seen as a 

healing of that rupture. Through universal reconciliation 

with every creature, Saint Francis in some way returned 

to the state of original innocence. (LS 66)  

 

In calling to mind the figure of Saint Francis of Assisi, we 

come to realize that a healthy relationship with creation 

is one dimension of overall personal conversion, which 

entails the recognition of our errors, sins, faults and fail-

ures, and leads to heartfelt repentance and desire to 

change. (LS 218)  

 

I ask all Christians to recognize and to live fully this di-

mension of their conversion. May the power and the light 

of the grace we have received also be evident in our rela-

tionship to other creatures and to the world around us. 

[Let us] help nurture that sublime fraternity with all crea-

tion which Saint Francis of Assisi so radiantly embodied. 

(LS 221)  

 

Brothers and Sisters in Francis, let us begin our Evening  



 

Opening Verse:  

 O God come to my assistance 

Lord, make haste to help us! 

Glory to God our Creator! 

Glory to God our Redeemer! 

Glory to the Holy Spirit, Breath of God’s Life in us, 

Now and forever. Amen! 

 

Hymn:  choose appropriate Song 



Psalm 104 

Ant.  “Climate change or environmental crisis is a sign of cultural fail-

ures.  It is a failure to submit human power to grace and humanity to 

work toward the habitation of the places in which we live on terms 

that respect both human limits and the rest of nature. This stretches 

from being an environmental crisis to being an immoral and                            

unethical injustice practiced on the land.”    Rev. Alfred Chana, Zambia 

 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,                                                

O Lord my God, you are very great. 

You stretch out the heavens like a tent,                     

you set the beams of your chambers                                          

on the waters, 

You make the clouds your chariot, 

You ride on the wings of the wind 

and make the winds your messengers, 

fire and flame your ministers. 

 

God, in times of climate change 

the waters, clouds and winds 

have become frightening to us. 

We have lost our sense of direction, 

we have lost the attentiveness                  

to listen to your message. 

Come, God, send your message anew to us. 

 



You set the earth on its foundations, 

so that it shall never be shaken. 

You cover it with the deep as with a garment; 

the waters stood above the mountains. 

At your rebuke, they flee; 

at the sound of your thunder 

they take to flight. 

You set a boundary that they may not pass, 

so that they might not again cover the earth. 

 

God, floods, thunderstorms                                   

and earthquakes have shaken the earth. 

We lament the lives of women, men and children who have died. 

The destruction and disorder make it tremble. 

Come, God, 

set the earth anew on its foundations. 

 

You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 

they flow between the hills, 

giving drink to every wild animal; 

the wild asses quench their thirst. 

By the streams the birds of the air 

have their habitation; 

they sing among the branches. 

From your lofty abode you water the mountains; 

the earth is satisfied with fruit of your work. 



You cause grass to grow for the cattle, 

and plants for people to use,  

to bring forth food from the earth,  

and wine to gladden the human heart, 

oil to make the face shine, 

and bread to strengthen the human heart. 

 

God, we confess that we have turned away 

from your life-giving energy. 

We use what we can get 

as if it was simply at our disposal. 

We assume: let us eat and 

drink for tomorrow we die.” (Isa 22:13;1Cor 15:32). 

We do not know what it means to be human. 

Come, God, renew our hearts  

with true gladness and strength,  

let our face shine. 

 

These all look to you                                                                        

to give them their food in due season; 

when you give to them, 

they gather it up; 

when you open your hand, 

they are filled with good things. 

When you hide your face, 

they are dismayed; 

when you  take away their breath, 

they die and return to their dust. 

When you send forth your Spirit, they are created; 

and you renew the face of the ground. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul.  Praise the Lord, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, our Creating God, forever! 



The following two readings will be done in two moments: 1. 

Each one will read silently each of the readings  and 2. The 

Readings will be read aloud by one, two or more persons. 

 

Reading   from Laudato Si 

85. God has written a precious book, “whose letters are the 

multitude of created things present in the universe”. The Cana-

dian bishops rightly pointed out that no creature is excluded 

from this manifestation of God: “From panoramic vistas to the 

tiniest living form, nature is a constant source of wonder and 

awe. It is             also a continuing revelation of the divine”. The 

bishops of Japan, for their part, made a thought-provoking ob-

servation: “To sense each creature singing the hymn of its exist-

ence is to live joyfully in God’s love and hope”. This contempla-

tion of creation allows us to discover in each thing a teaching 

which God wishes to hand on to us, since “for the believer, to 

contemplate creation is to hear a message, to listen to a para-

doxical and silent voice” We can say that “alongside revelation 

properly so-called, contained in sacred Scripture, there is a di-

vine manifestation in the blaze of the sun and the fall of night”. 

Paying attention to this manifestation, we learn to see ourselves 

in relation to all other creatures: “I express myself in expressing 

the world; in my effort to decipher the sacredness of the world, 

I explore my own”. 



86. The universe as a whole, in all its manifold relationships, shows 

forth the inexhaustible riches of God. Saint Thomas Aquinas wisely 

noted that multiplicity and variety “come from the intention of the 

first agent” who willed that “what was wanting to one in the rep-

resentation of the divine goodness might be supplied by another”, 

inasmuch as God’s goodness “could not be represented fittingly by 

any one creature”. Hence we need to grasp the variety of things in 

their multiple relationships. We understand better the importance 

and meaning of each creature if we contemplate it within the en-

tirety of God’s plan. As the Catechism teaches: “God wills the in-

terdependence of creatures. The sun and the moon, the cedar and 

the little flower, the eagle and the sparrow: the spectacle of their 

countless diversities and inequalities tells us that no creature is 

self-sufficient. Creatures exist only in dependence on each other, 

to complete each other, in the service of each other”. 

 



A time for personal reflection...Each one is invited to name some-

thing that has struck her during this time of prayer and read-

ing...then in a second moment, each one will offer what has struck 

her to the whole group in a few words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We gather our images of God’s Goodness                                             

and our Sadness and Indifferences,                                                       

and our Needs for Renewal,                                                                                        

as we pray in the words that Jesus taught us: 

Our Father 



Magnificat  (recited) 

 

Ant. “It must be said that some committed and prayerful Chris-

tians, with the excuse of realism and pragmatism, tend to ridicule 

expressions of concern for the environment. Others are passive; 

they choose not to change their habits and thus become incon-

sistent. So what they all need is an ‘ecological conversion,’ where-

by the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ becomes evi-

dent in their relationship with the world around them. Living our 

vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life 

of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Chris-

tian experience.” Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’, 217  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My being proclaims your greatness, 

and my spirit finds joy in you, God, my Savior. 

For you have  looked upon me,  

your servant,  in my lowliness; 

all ages to come  shall call me blessed. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


God, you who are mighty,  

have done great things for me. Holy is your name. 

Your mercy is from age to age 

toward those who fear you. 

 

You have shown might with your arm 

and confused the proud in their inmost thoughts. 

You have deposed the mighty from their thrones 

and raised the lowly to high places. 

The hungry you have given every good thing, 

while the rich you have sent away empty. 

 

You have upheld Israel your servant, 

Ever mindful of your mercy — 

Even as you promised our ancestors; 

Promised Abraham,  Sarah,                                                                    

And their descendants Forever.   

 

Glory to You, 

Gracious, Triune God, 

Caring Creator, 

Gentle Savior, 

Prophetic Spirit 

Now and forever. Amen. 



Closing Prayer  from Laudato Si 

 

When we can see God reflected in all that exists, our hearts are 

moved to praise the Lord for all his creatures and to worship him in 

union with them. This sentiment finds magnificent expression in the 

hymn of Saint Francis of Assisi  — we pray: 

 

Praised be you, my Lord, with all your creatures, 

especially Sir Brother Sun, 

who is the day and through whom you give us light.  

And he is beautiful and                                                                      

radiant with great spelndour; 

and bears a likeness of you, Most High. 

Praised be you, my Lord,                                                                     

through Sister Moon and the stars, 

in heaven you formed them clear                                         

and precious and beautiful. 

Praised be you, my Lord, through Brother Wind, 

and through the air,                                                                               

cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather! 

Amen  


